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Even if the lobby is closed you can still reach us at: 

Austin Utilities  
1908 14th St NE    Austin, MN  55912  Office: 507 -433-8886   

 Email:  t a l k 2 a u @ a u s t i n u t i l i t i e s . c o m   Website: w w w . a u s t i n u t i l i t i e s . c o m  

Help families in need this Holiday 

Season by purchasing gifts from a 

local child’s wish list and donating 

them to the Salvation Army.  

AU will have an Angel Tree in our 

lobby from November 30th 

through December 14th. 

 

We wish you a safe and happy celebration as we work to 
make your holiday season warm and  bright.  

Austin Utilities announced 
the retirement of Todd 
Jorgenson, Gas and Water 
Operations Director, with 
38 years of service 
effective December 31, 
2020. “Thank you to Todd 
for his long-term career at 
Austin Utilities. We greatly 
appreciate his leadership 
to better serve our community. We wish him 
the best in his retirement,” said Mark Nibaur, 
General Manager at Austin Utilities.  
 

Todd began his Austin Utilities career in May 
1982 as a laborer in the underground 
construction department. He held various 
positions in generation and engineering until 
returning to the construction department in 
1994. In January 2007 he advanced to 
director of the department.  One of Todd’s 
many accomplishments during his career was 
overseeing the design and construction of our 
Service and Operations Center completed in 
2016.  
 

The following advancement will take place as a 
result of the retirement:  
Alex Bumgardner, Energy 
Resources & Utility 
Operations Director, 
advanced to the position of 
Utility Operations Director, 
effective November 2020. 
Based on a change in 
organizational structure 
that will allow the utility to operate more 
effectively, the new position of Utility 
Operations Director will oversee the 
operations side of the business under the 
direction of the General Manager.  
 

Bumgardner began his Austin Utilities’ career 
in June 2009 as Power Production Director. 
He transitioned to Energy Resources and 
Utility Operations director in 2016 before 
being awarded the Utility Operations Director.  

AU RETIREMENTS AND 
ADVANCEMENTS 

Austin Utilities Commissioners Elected for 2021-2024 Terms 
 

On election day Austin voters elected 3 residents to serve on the AU Board of 
Commissioners. Incumbents Tom Baudler and Kristin Johnson were re-elected 
while Jay Lutz will be AU’s newest Commissioner, filling Tyler Hulsebus’s seat 
starting in January 2021.  

NOTE: Austin Utilities 
Monthly Board Meeting 

schedule has been changed 
to the third Tuesday of 

each month at 4:00 pm in 
the AU Board room at 

1908 14th St NE.  AU’s first drive thru 
Trick or Treat and Food 
Drive on October 29th 
was a huge success.  
More than 300 treat 
bags were given out to 
kids and 598 lbs. of non-
perishable food items were 
collected for the Salvation 
Army food shelves. AU 
customers received an 
LED bulb for their 
donation. AU’s mascot, 
Meter Buddy, made an 
appearance and helped 
hand out treats to the 
trick-or-treaters.  

Drive Thru Trick or 
Treat and 

Salvation 
Army  

Food Drive  

598 lbs. of food was 
donated and 

delivered to the 
Salvation Army. 

Ann Christianson and AU mascot, Buddy, helped hand out 
candy to kids and LED bulbs to those who donated food.  



  

 Employee Spotlight  

Tom Tylutki 
Electric Distribution Director 

Help Buddy find words for his 
energy saving tips! 

Four tips to 
save energy and 
money this 
holiday season 
 
What could be better than 

gathering for feasts, gifts, lights 

and sweet treats during the 

holidays? But when all the 

family has left town and the 

decorations are packed away, 

the first utility bill is usually the 

gift no one wants to open. Try 

planning ahead and being 

prepared for any surprise energy 

costs. Here are a few ideas to 

help keep your family’s energy 

budget from breaking the bank.  

 

Lights   Utilities      Heat       Energy 
Austin   Electricity     Winter     Save 
Connection  Buddy      Gas       Water 
Conserve  Environment    Tips 

The Tylutki family was raised in Idaho, and yes he likes potatoes, but the six siblings now live all over the 
country. Tom and his wife Alice have been married for 28 years and have a 24 year old son, Matthew.  
 

Tom loves the outdoors, especially biking, hiking, backpacking, boating, water skiing & snow skiing. He is an 
eagle scout, an accomplished singer, he’s finished a triathlon, skied Mammoth Mountain, sailed to Catalina 
on a 42 foot boat, and backpacked the Sierra Mountains. When retirement comes in a couple years he’ll be 
doing even more traveling and probably a few more outdoor adventures as well.  

Tom Tylutki joined Austin Utilities in the summer of 1996 after packing up 
his pickup and driving cross country from California.  He was working as an 
Electrical Engineer Associate for Los Angeles Water and Power before 
coming to Austin. He has been the Director of the Electric Department ever 
since.  
 

Tom’s job involves working with AU’s electric staff and customers, 
something he finds enjoyable and fulfilling, “There is always something fun 
and challenging to tackle and the best part for me is that it seems like we are 
making a difference for the customers of Austin.” 


